THE    GOSPEL   WITNESS. 


And  "this  gospel   of  the  kingdom   shall  be  preached  in  all  the  world,  for  a  witness  unto 
all  nations,  then  shall  the  end  come." 


Reader,  will  you  consider  three  things  ?  First,  What  is  the  gospel  ?  Second, 
What  use  is  to  be  made  of  it?     Third,  The  result. 

First,  What  is  the  Gospel  ?  You  say  it  is  good  news.  Very  true,  it  is  good  news. 
But  any  preacher  from  the  highest  to  the  lowest  grade  would  tell  you  this.  But 
is  any  good  news  the  gospel  ?  You  may  hear  of  the  return  of  a  long  absent  friend 
whom  you  supposed  to  be  lost,  or  of  the  discovery  of  valuable  treasure,  and  much 
other  news  which  is  good  and  cheering;  but  still  you  are  a  stranger  to  the  gospel. 
I  will  tell  you  what  is  the  gospel.  Do  not  refuse  to  read  or  listen.  Although  you 
may  have  attended  some  place  of  popular  worship  for  years,  still  it  may  not  have 
occurred  to  you  what  is,  in  reality,  the  gospel.  Yea  more,  you,  sir,  may  even  have 
been  a  respectable  preacher  of  religion,  and  yet  be  ignorant  of  the  gospel.  In  short, 
the  gospel  is  good  news  from  heaven  in  your  own  day.  Now  be  slow  to  condemn 
this  definition,  and  read  on  with  a  careful  honest  mind,  and  you  shall  acknowledge 
the  truth  of  what  I  say.  You  and  I  are  agreed  in  this,  that  the  gospel  is  good  news. 
But  you  ask  me  to  prove  that  it  is  also  good  news  from  heaven.  This  I  will  soon 
do.  Well,  to  the  proof.  The  Scriptures  say  that  the  gospel  was- preached  to 
Abraham.  Abraham  was  surrounded  with  idolatrous  worshippers,  and  there  was 
no  one  to  preach  the  gospel  to  him,  unless  some  one  should  be  sent  from  the  hea- 
vens. Accordingly  the  Lord  appeared  to  him  and  told  him  to  leave  his  country 
and  kindred.  This  was  the  first  good  news  that  dawned  upon  that  generation, 
worth  naming.  Because  it  came  from  heaven.  God  himself  from  timer  to  time 
appeared  to  Abraham,  and  told  him  what  was  good.  When  he  was  about  to  slay  his 
only  son,  a  message  from  the  heavens  relieved  him  from  the  painful  necessity  of 
.striking  the  deadly  blow.  God  instructed  him  in  the  choice  of  a  temporal  locatioji. 
Abraham's  sons,  Isaac  and  Jacob,  although  they  enjoyed  the  devout  teachings  of 
their  father  Abraham,  still  they  could  not  dispense  with  occasional  communications 
from  the  heavens. 

The  gospel  or  a  heavenly  message  came  to  Jacob  when  he  was  in  awful  peril 
from  his  brother  Esau.  The  Lord  came  to  him  at  this  critical  moment  and  blessed 
him.  And  he  testifies  that  he  had  seen  the  Lord  face  to  face.  Lot  received  a  visit 
from  two  angels,  who  informed  him  of  the  necessity  of  removing  his  family  and 
friends  immediately  in  order  to  escape  destruction. 

Any  news  or  intelligence  that  did  not  come  from  the  heavens  was  never 
reckoned  or  considered  to  be  the  gospel.  Who  would  now  supposelhat  the  news- 
papers of  the  day  contain  the  gospel,  although  they  contain  much  important  news 
about  the  French  revolution,  and  the  Mexican  war,  and  the  proceedings  of  parlia- 
ment. Now,  to  say  that  the  gospel  is  good  news,  irrespective  of  the  source  from 
whence  it  comes,  is  highly  absurd.  Nothing  can  be  called  gospel  that  does  not 
come  from  lnaven. 

Very  well,  .says  my  attentive  reader ;  I  readily  admit  that  the  gospel  is  in  very 
deed,  no  more  nor  less  than  good  news  from  the  heavuns.  But,  adds  the  reader, 
1  am  not  equally  satisfied  th.it  the  gospel  consists  in  good  news  from  heaven  in  <uir 
own  day.  Aye,  indeiil!  This  is  a  very  important  consideration.  If  the  ileliiiitidu 
of  gospel  is  not  liuiiteii  to  niws  froui  Inaviii  in  vitr  own  ilny  and  <jini  nil'mn  : 
then  the  term  vu'W.i,  n)ay  umbr.iee  tilings  b(»th  ancient  and  familiar,  even  things 
that  have  been  well  known  for  many  centuries.  Thereby,  who  will  bo  able  to  dis- 
tinguish nni'n  from  things  old.     Who  in  this  day  would  consider  the  discovery  of 


the  art  of  printing  to  be  good  news  after  the  lapse  of  four  centuries  ?  It  was  good 
news  some  centuries  ago.  But  the  news  has  ceased  with  its  familiarity.  John's 
gospel  was  good  news  from  heaven  to  the  people  living  in  John's  day.  But  it 
ceases  to  become  neivs  after  the  familiarity  of  eighteen  centuries.  But  it  would  be 
good  news  if  the  same  gospel,  with  the  same  gifts,  power,  and  blessings,  accompa- 
nied with  the  authority  of  apostles  and  prophets  were  now  announced  by  an  angel 
from  heaven.  In  the  latter  event,  we  should  have  the  gospel  "  euangellion"  good 
news  ;  otherwise,  we  should  have  to  be  content  with  old  news  or  what  zuas  the 
gospel  in  former  days,  merely  in  a  printed  copy,  without  living  apostles  and  pro- 
phets, without  the  supernatural  power  of  the  Holy  Ghost.  The  ground  on  which 
devout  people  rejected  Christ's  advent  from  heaven,  and  the  immediate  ministration 
of  supernatural  powers  in  the  apostolic  age,  was,  that  the  gospel  preached  to  Abra- 
ham and  Moses  was  sufficient.  This  theological  positipn  is  still  maintained  by  the 
Jews  even  in  this  day.  The  argument  of  Christians  is  precisely  like  that  of  the 
Jews.  The  Jews  are  content  with  the  Old  Testament,  and  Christians  are  content 
with  the  addition  of  the  New.  If  the  argument  of  the  Christian  is  good,  that  of  the 
Jew  is  equally  good.  But  the  Scriptures  expressly  condemn  the  arguments  of  both. 
"The  Letter  killeth,  but  the  Spirit  giveth  life."  It  is  the  Spirit  that  quickeneth. 
The  Old  Testament  was  not  the  grand  means  of  converting  people  in  Abraham's 
day,  or  in  Moses'  day.  Neither  was  the  New  Testament  the  grand  means  of  con- 
verting people  in  Peter's  day.  When  Abraham  commenced  a  dispensation  to  the 
generation  in  which  he  lived,  he  was  not  governed  by  the  books  of  previous  dispen- 
sations. He  drew  his  instructions  fresh  from  the  heavens.  Moses  did  the  same. 
Jesus  Christ  and  the  Apostles  did  in  like  manner. 

There  is  a  vast  difference  between  faith  in  books  of  any  description,  and  faith  in 
the  living  God.  The  most  sacred  book  that  ever  was  written  has  no  power  in  it  com- 
pared with  the  power  of  the  Living  God.  A  mere  child  may  throw  it  down  and 
trample  it  under  foot.  But  who  can  wield  an  arm  like  the  Almighty  ?  One  might 
read  and  believe  the  bible  with  all  his  heart  during  a  thousand  years,  and  never  have 
power  to  heal  the  sick,  cast  out  devils,  or  to  prophecy,  or  to  speak  with  tongues,  or  to 
forgive  sins.  Neither  would  reading  and  heartily  believing  the  bible  ever  remit  his 
sins  or  save  his  soul.  The  bible  has  no  power  to  speak  so  that  any  man  can  hear. 
For  how  can  they  hear  without  a  preacher  ?  How  can  they  preach  without  they  be 
sent  ?  But  when  a  message  conies  from  heaven  in  our  own  day,  and  confers  power  on 
men  to  preach  and  to  hear  preaching,  this  is  good  news.  Tliis  is  the  gospel  or  "  power 
of  (iod  unto  salvation."  When  this  communication  of  power  ceases,  the  gospel 
c^scs,  there  is  no  more  good  news.  Sectarian  preacliers  tell  of  the  power  that 
was  and  not  of  the  power  that  is.  They  laud  the  intelligence  of  visions  from  hea- 
ven that  transpired  eighteen  hundred  years  ago.  But  that  is  the  latest  news  from 
heaven.  IJighteen  hundred  years  ago  !  !  Not  very  late  news,  surely  !  Rather  old  ! 
And  yet  gospel  or  "  euangellion"  necessarily  means,  good  news. 

A  certain  man  had  a  friend  or  lord  living  in  a  far  country  upon  whom  he  was 
dependent  for  many  favours  ;  yea,  his  peace,  prosperity,  and  happiness,  and  even 
life  itself,  depended  vvholly  upon  the  good  will  of  this  distant  lord.  Now  who 
would  not  think  that  his  lord  was  offended  or  alienated  from  him  after  refusing  to 
communicate  wiih  him  for  the  long  period  of  eighteen  hundred  years,  in  any  such 
manner  as  he  had  been  accustomed  to  do  in  all  previous  ages?  What  would  be 
thought  of  this  tenant  if,  at  length,  he  goes  to  in's  neighbour  and  says  : — neighbour, 
I  iiave  some  good  news  to  tell  you.  Aye,  indeed;  what  is  it,  I  pray  you  ?  Why,  I 
have  heard  fron\  my  friend,  the  lord  of  all  tiie  huid  !  Well,  friend,  I  am  heartily 
glad  you  have  heard,  because  there  have  been  a  great  many  communications  sent  to 
him  by  all  the  people  in  these  parts,  who  call  tiiemselves  his  servants  and  tenants- 
at-  will,  and  I  hope  that  the  intelligence  which  you  iiave  received,  will  go  to  suppress 
many  variances  and  discords  that  iiave  long  produced  much  confusion,  and  even 
bloodshed  among  his  servants  and  fond  people,  throughout  all  these  christian 
countries.  Not  so  fast,  neighbour;  not  so  fast.  You  misapprehend  me  altogether, 
if  you  think  that  I  have  heard  any  thing  quite  recent  from  our  lord.  Not  so.  It 
is  near  eighteen  hundred  years  since  he  has  communicated  to  tlie  inhabitants  of 
Christendom.  But,  as  our  minister  says  it  is  news,  I  thought  I  would  tell  you. 
Humph,  humph!  News  !   Ministers  are  too  larned  for  me  who  never  studied  Greek. 


News,  eighteen  hundred  years  old  !  If  it  warn't  for  hirned  ministers  I  verily  believe 
we  should  need  the  supernatural  gifts  again.  The  plague  of  it  is,  there  are  so 
many  of  the  ditl^'erent  sects  getting  larnin'  to  oppose  one  another,  that  it  costs  a  fine 
bit  to  pay  a  minister  that  is  sharp  enough  to  whip  out  the  others ! 

So  much  has  been  said,  because  many  are  very  tenacious  of  the  original  term 
"euangellion  "  or  good  news.  Paul,  moved  by  the  Holy  Ghost,  says,  "  the  gospel 
is  the  power  of  God  unto  salvation."  Here  is  a  plain  definition,  given  by  the  Spirit 
of  God,  and  ought  to  be  regarded  as  higher  authority  than  any  lexicon  or  dictionary. 
The  gospel  then  i,-,  the  poivcr  of  God  transferred  from  heaven  to  earth,  in  order  to 
save  men,  in  our  own  day  and  age  of  the  world.  If  the  power  of  God  were  not  trans- 
ferred to  men  in  our  own  day,  it  would  not  be  good  news,  as  we  have  shown.  Of 
what  benefit  would  it  have  been  to  Peter  and  Paul  to  know  that  Moses  was  visited 
with  the  power  of  God  some  hundreds  of  years  before  his  day,  if  the  like  power 
were  not  available  to  himself  in  his  own  day  ?  Why,  none  at  all.  Is  it  of  any  be- 
nefit to  one  perishing  for  want  of  bread,  merely  to  know  that  bread  was  sent  to 
another  man  living  five  hundred  years  before  him  ?  Such  intelligence  would  not 
contribute  to  his  present  necessity,  but  it  might  aggravate  his  perishing  condition. 
The  distinguishing  mark  of  the  gospellies  in  its  ^oiirr.  This  power  is  superna- 
tural, and  is  always  such  as  God  only  could  make  manifest.  AH  creeds  and  sys- 
tems of  mere  human  origin  may  be  exercised  without  the  intervention  of  supernatural 
agency  ;  but  the  gospel  never  came  to  men  without  superhuman  power.  An  Al- 
mighty hand  always  attends  it.  What  did  the  disciples  lack  previous  to  the  day  of 
Pentecost.  They" had  enjoyed  the  teaching  of  Jesus,  the  Son  of  God,  but  still  they 
lacked  something  and  that  something  was  more  power.  Jesus  himself  could  not 
confer  that  power  until  he  had  sufiVred.  Says  he,  "  tarry  ye  at  Jerusalem  until  ye 
be  endued  with  power  from  on  high."  After  they  received  this  power  of  the  Spirit, 
then,  they  spoke  in  demonstration  of  the  Spirit  and  with  ^^ower.  And  so  desirous 
has  God  always  been  to  make  the  power  to  be  conspicuously  and  undeniably  from 
heaven,  that  lie  has  chosen  weak  things  and  foolish  things  to  subserve  his  purpose, 
that  the  excellency  of  the  power  niight  be  of  God  and  not  of  man.  To  as  many  as 
received  him,  to  them  gave  he  power  to  become  the  sons  of  God.  The  body  of 
true  believers  in  the  apostolic  age  were  to  be  attended  with  the  signs  and  tokens 
of  Almighty  power.  This  principle  was  recognised  and  distinctly  announced  in 
the  apostolic  commission  to  preach  in  all  the  world.  "  These  signs  shall  follow 
them  that  believe."  "  In  my  name  shall  they  cast  out  devils,  speak  w  ith  new  tongues ; 
if  they  shall  take  up  serpents  or  drink  any  deadly  poison,  it  shall  not  hurt  them; 
they  shall  lay  their  hands  on  the  sick,  and  they  shall  recover." 

Now,  none  of  these  things  could  take  place  without  power.  The  sick  are  not 
recovered  by  laying  on  hand?*,  without  extraordinary  power.  The  natural  force  of 
poison  is  not  abated  or  nullified  without  the  interposition  of  power.  Neither  is 
the  gift  and  power  of  speaking  a  new  tongue  conferred  in  a  moment  by  laying  on 
hands,  by  means  of  mere  human  power.  But  the  true  gospel  was  eminently  and 
emphatically  attended  with  supernatural  power. 

No  godly  man  ever  pretended  to  know  God  only  by  means  of  supernatural  reve- 
lation. Pharisees  and  sectarian  pretenders  have  always  claimed  that  it  was  suffi- 
cient for  them  that  their  ancestors,  living  in  some  previous  age,  knew  God  by  reve- 
lation ;  but  as  for  them,  pious  descendants,  they  had  no  need.  Any  gospel,  destitute 
of  supernatural  power,  is  destitute  of  God.  It  is  barely  on  a  level  with  other  human 
systems.  But  the  gospel  of  Christ  is  the  power  of  God  unto  salvation.  Take 
away  the  power  of  the  gospel,  and  you  take  away  the  remission  of  sins,  and  the 
healing  of  diseases,  and  the  spirit  of  prophecy.  Take  away  the  power  of  the  gos- 
pel, and  you  take  away  the  ministry  of  angels,  ami  the  illuminations  of  visions  and 
dreams,  and  the  doctrines  of  miracles,  &c.  But  when  these  things  shall  be  taken 
from  the  New  Testament,  what  will  there  be  left?  What  a  feeble  and  eontemi)ti- 
ble  relic  of  u  system  would  the  New  Testament  become  without  these  things  ? 
How  insignificant  would  be  the  history  of  Christ  and  bis  Ap.»tl('s,  or  that  of  the 
prophets  i.f  the  Old  Testament  without  the^e  things?  Look  at  a  l»ible  witlmut  pro- 
phets and  apostles  for  the  work  of  the  uiini>try,an(l  without  a  Holy  (Jho>t  to  derive 
intelligence  and  power  from  Christ.  Without  the  gift  of  iirophecy  to  .iciuaint  men 
with  things  future,  or  call  to  remembrance  things  past,  without  a  healing  ordinance 
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i'ov  the  blind,  the  lame,  the  deaf,  the  palsied,  the  sick, — without  miraculous  power  to 
cast  out  devils — shut  the  mouths  of  lions — quench  the  violence  of  fire — seal  up  the 
heavens  against  rain — rebuke  the  angry  elements,  and  feed  the  famishing;  without 
any  order  of  angels  to  communicate  between  the  heavens  and  earth — without  faith  to 
stay  the  progress  of  the  sun,  and  put  to  flight  the  armies  of  the  aliens,  and  subdue 
kingdoms.  Take  the  principle  of  power  from  the  ancient  scriptures  and  where  is 
the  doctrine  of  the  resurrection  of  countless  millions  of  the  human  family  from  the 
dust  of  death  ?  From  whence  comes  the  hope  of  harmonising  the  adverse  spirits 
of  the  animal  and  human  race,  and  of  establishing  familiar  intercoui'se  between  the 
heavens  and  earth,  and  of  causing  a  perfect  conformity  to  the  divine  will  and 
celestial  order  on  the  face  of  the  whole  earth  ?  Without  these  teachings  and  exhi- 
bitions of  power,  the  bible  would  become  one  of  the  silliest  and  most  impotent  books, 
that  was  ever  printed.  A  system  of  religion,  drawn  from  a  powerless  bible,  one 
would  scarcely  suppose  could  ever  be  imposed  upon  any  but  the  weakest  and  most 
benighted  minds.  A  bible  bereft  of  all  these  supernatural  powers  would  bear  so 
little  resemblance  to  the  true  record  of  the  ancient  revelations,  that  any  man  that 
should  offer  it  as  a  substitute  would  be  accounted  as  the  most  bare-faced  impostor. 
As  well  might  a  fruit  tree  that  had  become  perpetually  barren  be  recommended 
for  its  fruitfulness,  as  that  the  bible  should  be  recommended  after  it  is  bereft  of  its 
divine  power;  and  as  well  might  men  think  to  feed  a  family  on  the  fruit  of  a  bar- 
ren tree  merely,  because  the  tree  is  said  to  have  born  divine  fruit  in  some  centuries 
past !  But  reader,  that  which  the  bible  would  be  without  supernatural  power, 
that  same,  modern  Christianity  now  is.  What  I  have  represented  the  powerless 
bible  to  be,  is  a  proper  picture  of  modern  Christianity.  Modern  Christianity  never 
appears  so  odious,  or  in  such  ugly  features,  as  when  it  claims  a  parentage  from  the 
Old  and  New  Testament.  A  donkey  might  better  claim  parentage  in  the  noble 
image  of  man,  than  modern  Christianity  in  the  bible  !  If  you  wanted  to  select  a 
striking  specimen  of  the  ridiculous,  you  might  set  a  modern  doctor  or  bishop  by  the 
side  of  a  primitive  apostle.  The  apostle  lays  his  hands  on  the  sick  to  heal  him. 
The  bishop  sends  him  to  the  physician.  The  apostle  heals  the  cripple  at  the  temple 
gate  in  the  name  of  Jesus ;  the  latter  recommends  the  almshouse  and  hospital. 
The  former  addresses  strangers  out  of  distant  nations  by  the  gift  of  tongues  ;  the 
latter  forbids  it  and  recommends  a  course  of  study  in  the  university.  The  former 
baptizes  believers  only  for  the  remission  of  sins;  the  latter  sprinkles  infants  who 
have  no  sins  and  are  fit  for  the  kingdom  of  heaven  without  baptism.  The  one 
lays  on  hands  to  confer  the  Holy  Ghost  upon  all  who  obey  the  gospel,  according 
to  a  standing  divine  promise  for  all  ages ;  the  other  says  the  Holy  Ghost  has  ceased 
his  supernatural  work.  One  receives  the  ministry  of  an  angel  to  open  his  prison 
door  ;  the  other  has  servants  enough  to  open  his  palace  gate  and  has  no  need  of 
angels.  One  endures  joyfully  the  spoiling  of  his  goods  for  Christ's  sake;  the  other 
spoils  rate-payers  goods  greedily  for  his  lusts  sake.  One  preaches  a  living  God 
with  body,  parts,  and  passions  ;  tlie  other  preaches  a  God  that  once  lived  in  former 
days  without  body,  parts,  and  passions. 

What  are  the  good  tidings  that  modem  preachers  bring  to  the  people  ?  Why, 
nothing  at  all.  The  good  tidings  that  saints  anciently  brought  to  the  people  were, 
that  a  message  had  come  from  the  heavens — from  God  the  Father  of  Spirits. 
Modern  preachers  bring  no  such  tidings  from  God,  which  shows  that  God  does  not 
communicate  with  them  as  he  did  with  saints  of  former  ages.  The  God  of  modern 
christians  is  not  a  God  of  wonders,  signs  and  mighty  deeds  as  he  was  to  ancient 
saints.  But  the  true  God  is  unchangeably  the  same  at  all  times  and  the  same  faith 
and  obedience  will  be  followed  with  the  same  fruits — the  same  signs  and  wonders. 
The  gospel  being  the  power  of  God,  has  a  transforming  influence  to  renew  men's 
minds  and  bring  them  into  the  perfect  image  of  God.  Believers  are  first  born  of 
the  water,  and  then  of  the  spirit  of  God.  Through  the  spii-it  of  God,  they  become 
partakers  of  the  divine  nature,  and  though  it  doth  not  notv  appear  what  they  shall 
he,  yet  wc  know  that  they  will  b..-  like  Jesus  Christ.  Whatever  attributes  and 
godlike  powers  and  virtues  Jesus  (Jhrist  posses.sos,  the  Saints  will  possess  similar 
attributes;  and  through  faithfulness  become  perfect  as  their  heavenly  fatiier  is  per- 
fect. The  groutii  and  perfection  of  the  Saints  can  only  be  limited  by  the  bound- 
less perfections  of  the  Spirit  of  which  they  are  partakers.     As  they  are   born   of  a 


Spirit  infinitely  wise  and  powerful,  their  onward  progress  is  towards  glories  un- 
speakably great  and  infinite.  They  are  changed  into  the  image  of  God,  as  by  the 
spirit  from  glory  to  glory.  '•  Behold,  what  manner  of  love,  the  Father  hath  be- 
stowed upon  u.«,  that  we  should  be  called  the  Sons  of  God!"  It  was  no  marvel- 
lous thing  even,  to  call  them  Gods  to  whom  the  word  of  God  came.  Inasmuch 
as  God  is  the  father  of  his  own  sons,  He  is  the  God  of  gods  and  King  of  king.s. 
Surely  men  should  praise  Ilim  who  hath  made  them  kings  and  priests  unto  God. 
When  men  in  any  age  of  the  world  have  obtained  the  Spirit  of  God  by  adoption, 
they  have  been  put  in  possession  of  the  same  principle  of  power  and  wisdom  by 
which  the  Almighty  works.  Hence,  Jesus  said,  that  his  followers  should  do  greater 
works  than  He  (Jesus)  did. 

All  the  attributes  of  divine  power  and  wisdom  are  perfectly  communicable  to 
them  who  cherish  the  Spirit  of  God,  even  to  fulness.  By  the  power  of  God, 
Sampson  puts  to  flight  whole  armies — Joshua  arrests  the  planets  in  their  orbits — 
Elias  holds  back  the  rain  for  the  long  term  of  three  and  a  half  years — others  fore- 
see and  describe  events  down  to  the  winding  up  scene  of  this  earth.  Herein  is  a 
specimen  of  the  attributes  and  powers,  with  which  mere  men,  in  a  short  period  of 
a  few  years  have  been  clothed  by  the  gospel,  which  is  the  power  of  God  unto  sal- 
vation, to  them  that  believe.  No  one  can  entertain  a  rational  doubt  that,  by  the 
same  principle  of  power  in  the  ages  to  come,  the  glory  of  man  will  as  far  transcend 
anything  that  has  as  yet  been  recorded  of  man,  as  the  heart  can  conceive,  or  tongue 
express.  All  this,  because  he  is  assimilating  to  the  glory  of  God,  even  to  the 
likeness  of  His  image  by  the  eternal  Spirit.  Herein  is  the  excellency  of  the  gospel, 
that  it  makes  those  who  obey  it  like  unto  God.  Not  barely  like  him  in  purity,  but 
also  in  power  and  wisdom.  The  righteous  will  know  as  they  are  known,  and  the 
manifold  wisdom  of  God  be  shown  forth  in  the  church,  which  is  the  pillar  and 
ground  of  the  truth.  Tlie  true  church  is  destined  to  exhibit  the  varied  perfections 
of  the  Godhead,  even  as  the  fruit  exhibits  the  character  of  the  tree. 

The  gospel  is  God's  process  of  saving  men  ;  that  will  be  needful  to  man,  not 
only  in  this  world,  but  also  in  all  future  worlds.  It  is  the  power  by  which  God 
transforms  him  from  one  measure  of  divinity  to  another,  even  from  glory  to  glory. 
Whatever  wisdom,  power,  glory,  and  dominion,  and  blessing,  exist  in  heaven,  or 
even  in  the  heaven  of  heavens,  either  in  worlds  that  now  are,  or  in  worlds  that  shall 
be,  the  faithful  Saint  is  a  lawful  heir  unto,  in  God's  own  due  timeand  order,  "  for  all 
things  are  yours."  If  men  are  not  made  partakers  of  the  good  word  of  God,  and 
of  the  power  of  the  worlds  to  come,  "they  are  surely  poor  indeed."  But  the  true 
believer,  who  keeps  the  commands  of  God,  will  continue  to  be  a  partaker  of  super- 
natural powers  throughout  all  worlds  to  come.  And  no  man  ever  truly  received 
the  true  gospel,  who  did  not  at  the  same  time,  receive  a  measure  of  the  keys  of 
supernatural  power  from  God.  For  the  gospel  is  the  "  power "  of  God,  and 
"  therein  is  the  righteousness  of  God  revealed  from  faith  to  faith."  When  su|)er- 
natural  powers  cease  from  off  the  earth,  then  the  gospel  ceases.  When  superna- 
tural wisdom  ceases,  mere  human  wisdom  and  the  cunning  of  the  devil  ensues. 
The  world  by  wisdom  know  not  God,  for  no  man  can  know  him  except  by  revela- 
tion. 

Having  briefiy  told  what  the  gospel  is  ;  let  us  next  consider  what  use  is  to  be  made 
of  it.  It  is  to  be  preached  in  all  the  world.  Consequently  preachers  must  be  called 
and  appointed  to  do  the  work  of  ))rcaohing.  These  are  explicitly  named  in  the 
Scriptures.  First  apostles ;  secondarily,  prophets,  evangeli.sts,  &c.  No  man  can 
preach  except  he  is  sent  by  God.  Ho  must  be  called  of  <jod,  as  was  Aaron.  He 
must  also  be  endued  with  the  gift  of  the  Holy  Ghost,  by  laying  on  hands.  Fur, 
without  the  gift  of  the  Holy  (Jho.st,  no  man  can  say  that  Christ  was  sent  from 
heaven.  No  man  was  ever  authorised  of  (iod  to  preach  the  gospel  who  did  not 
believe  in  immediate  revelation,  and  miracles,  and  the  ministry  of  angels,  in  his 
own  day  and  age.  It  is  wholly  and  [)urely  an  invention  of  men,  to  commission  any 
man  or  set  of  men  to  preaeli  the  gospel,  who  do  not  bt-lieve  in  these  things  in  their 
own  day,  ami  who  are  not  themselvi's,  more  or  less,  the  partakers  of  supern;itm'al 
powers  through  faith.  None  luit  men  of  the  greatest  arroganet;  or  grossest  di-iu- 
sion  ever  entered  tiic  ministry  with  any  other  biTief.  An  awfid  ourse  is  pronounced 
upon  any  man  or  angel  who  enters  tho  miuistry,  without  a  full  and  cordial  belief 
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in  immediate  revelation,  and  miracles,  and  the  ministry  of  angels,  in  his  own  day 
and  age.  A  man  that  has  any  other  belief,  has  not  the  doctrine  of  God,  and  is  a 
stranger  to  God,  and  the  wratli  of  God  abideth  on  him.  No  example  can  be  found 
throughout  the  whole  bible,  where  an  approved  minister  of  God,  ever  had  any  oppo- 
site belief.  Any  other  ministry  is  an  organized  rebellion  against  the  order  and 
government  of  heaven,  and  will  speedily  be  overthrown  by  the  power  of  God. 
When  men  enter  the  true  church,  they  form  an  intimate  connexion  with  the  gene- 
ral assembly  of  Saints  in  heaven  and  upon  earth,  and  also  with  angels,  and  with 
Christ  the  mediator,  and  God  the  judge  of  all.  And  all  the  powers  of  this  vast 
and  august  assembly  are  available  through  faith  in  their  time  and  order.  Being- 
qualified,  the  preachers  are  to  go  forth  and  proclaim  the  good  news  of  immediate 
revelation,  miracles,  and  the  ministry  of  angels,  &c.,  as  aforetime,  calling  on  all 
men  as  a  consequence  to  repent  and  be  baptized  for  remission  of  sins,  in  order  that 
they  may  receive  the  promised  gift  of  the  Holy  Ghost,  and  partake  of  the  word  of 
God  for  themselves,  and  the  powers  of  the  world  to  come.  The  burden  of  the 
last  angelic  message  to  the  nations  of  the  last  days,  being  "  to  fear  God  and  give 
glory  to  him  for  the  hour  of  his  judgment  is  come."  THIS  GOSPEL  which  is 
the  power  of  God  unto  salvation  to  them  that  believe,  is  also  the  power  of  God 
and  wrath  of  God  to  the  destruction  of  them  that  believe  not.  It  is  a  savour  of 
life  or  of  death.  It  is  good  news  to  the  upright,  and  matter  of  wailing  and  misery 
to  the  incorrigibly  wicked.  It  must  be  preached  in  all  the  world,  for  a  witness  to  all 
nations.  The  world  is  now  put  on  trial,  in  all  its  parts,  as  fast  as  the  gospel  can  be 
preached  to  it.  The  witnesses  are  the  gospel.  The  decision  of  the  Judge  will  be  ac- 
cording to  the  testimony  of  the  gospel.  The  preachers  are  to  notify  the  world  of  this 
truth,  viz.,  that  they  will  be  judged  according  to  this  gospel  of  immediate  revelation, 
miracles,  and  the  ministry  of  Angels,  &c.,  in  their  own  day  and  age.  There  are 
three  things  that  all  men  are  to  subscribe  to,  in  order  to  obey  the  gospel.  Without 
these  three  things  in  their  favor,  they  will  be  condemned  to  wrath  and  banishment 
from  the  presence  of  God.  The  spirit,  the  water,  and  the  blood,  must  witness  in 
their  favor,  or  there  is  no  salvation.  The  blood  of  Christ  is  the  basis  of  the  ever- 
lasting covenant,  without  which,  neither  the  water  nor  spirit  would  ever  have  been 
offered  to  mankind  for  their  salvation.  This  is  the  groundwork  and  platform  of 
salvation.  He  that  counteth  the  blood  of  the  covenant  an  unholy  thing,  will  receive 
no  benefit  from  the  water  or  the  spirit,  but  is  a  fit  subject  for  the  burning.  If  any 
man  refuse  the  water  in  baptism,  he  never  can  put  on  Christ,  nor  wash  away  his 
sins.  Neither  can  he  be  partaker  of  the  Holy  Ghost,  which  is  the  light  and  power 
of  God  to  the  soul.  Many  devout  persons  have  been  damned  for  rejecting  water 
baptism  ;  because  the  mouth  of  the  Lord  has  said,  "  That  except  a  man  be  born 
of  the  water,  he  cannot  enter  the  kingdom  of  God."  The  Lord  will  not  lie.  The 
want  of  a  small  key,  often  fills  the  minds  of  rogues  and  thieves  with  chagrin  and 
anger  sufficient  to  break  locks  and  doors,  if  it  were  in  their  power  ;  but  all  in 
vain.  Jesus  came  by  water,  and  if  men  cannot  come  in  like  manner  as  he  did, 
they  cannot  come  at  all.  They  might  as  well  face  a  phalanx  of  fifty-six  pounders 
for  countless  ages  in  succession,  as  to  think  of  entering  the  kingdom  in  any  other 
way,  than  by  water.  See  how  restless  pride  rages  in  the  bosoms  of  fools  that  will 
not  submit  to  the  righteousness  of  God,  and  be  born  of  the  water  !  The  next  thing 
that  all  men  must  have  in  their  favour,  is  the  spirit  of  God — the  Holy  Ghost. 
Without  this,  you  are  none  of  Christ's.  If  the  reader  has  got  any  Holy  Ghost 
without  being  first  born  of  the  water,  or  if  he  has  got  a  Holy  Ghost  that  is  not 
supernatural,  and  that  docs  not  derive  intelligence  from  Christ  in  visions,  dreams, 
and  prophesyings,  or  in  wisdom  and  power  that  is  more  than  human,  or  that  does 
not  teach  him  things  to  come,  and  even  the  deep  thinpfs  of  God — if  he  has  got  any 
other  Holy  Ghost,  he  had  better  give  it  up  forthwith  ;  because  it  is  no  less  than 
a  lying  spirit  that  will  deceive  him,  and  lead  him  down  to  hell,  even,  as  an  ox  to  the 
slaughter.  Beware  of  it!  Say  nothing  about  Cornelius's  receiving  the  Holy 
Ghost  so  wonderfully,  together  with  the  special  ministry  of  an  angel,  unless  you 
have  received  the  same.  If  you  have  been  born  of  the  water  and  the  spirit,  then 
the  spirit  of  God  will  bear  witness  in  such  a  manner,  that  you  will  have  no  doubt 
of  your  adoption.  The  kingdom  into  which  you  are  now  born,  and  of  which  you 
are  a  legal  member  and  fellow  citizen,  has  certain  marks  or  "signs"  that  are  so 


palpable  and  easily  known,  that  you  might  as  well  doubt  the  existence  of  the  sun 
and  moon,  as  to  doubt  the  marks  of  the  kingdom  of  which  you  are  a  member. 
God  has  said  that  certain  signs  shall  follow  them  that  believe,  &c.  Where  these 
signs  do  not  follow,  there,  you  may  know  assuredly  that  the  kingdom  of  God  does 
not  exist.  If  these  miraculous  signs  are  not  to  be  found  on  the  earth;  then,  the 
kingdom  of  God  is  not  to  be  found  on  the  earth. 

But  these  miraculous  signs  are  now  to  be  found  on  the  earth.  But  says  the 
reader,  show  them  to  me,  and  I  will  believe  and  acknowledge  that  the  kingdom  is 
set  up.  I  say  then  in  reply  ;  obey  the  gospel,  and  you  shall  both  see,  and  hear,  and 
know  for  yourself  that  the  kingdom  of  God  is  in  your  midst,  in  very  deed,  in  signs, 
wonders,  and  mighty  deeds  that  cannot  be  denied.  But  says  the  reader,  I  cannot 
get  faith  to  obey  Smith's  gospel  lest  I  should  be  deceived,  and  become  an  object  of 
pity  and  ridicule  to  all  i*espectable  people. 

Hearken  !  incline  your  e;ir,  and  listen  a  moment !  Smith's  gospel  is  nothing  more 
or  less  than  Paul's  gospel.  They  are  both  a  part  of  that  everlasting  gospel,  that 
will  be  in  use  throughout  all  worlds.  The  common  basis  of  both  these  systems,  is, 
immediate  revelation,  which  will  be  needed  while  human  beings  are  at  all  de.-titute 
of  the  attributes  which  clothe  the  all-wise  God.  Now,  if  you  cannot  get  faith  to 
obey  this  gospel  without  first  seeing  some  palpable  miracle,  then,  you  are  an  unjust 
and  wicked  person.  For  it  is  written,  that  the  "just  shall  live  by  faith."  Wicked 
and  adulterous  men  have  always  asked  for  a  "  sign."  "  Let  us  have  sight  of  one 
miracle,"  say  they.  The  very  demand  of  a  miracle  is  the  grossest  insult  to  God. 
It  questions  the  veracity  of  Jehovah  with  a  bold  and  impudent  front.  God  says, 
that  miraculous  signs  "  s/(a/n'olIow  them  that  believe".  But  the  vile  hypocrite 
and  shameless  rebel  dispute  his  word,  and  say  ;  prove  it !  Oh,  horrible  !  "  lie 
that  believeth  not  shall  be  damned."  Hear  it;  oh,  hear  it!  J\uth  comes  by 
hearing,  not  by  seeing.  Here  is  the  struggle.  On  the  issue  of  your  faith,  comes 
life  or  death.  Faith  gives  you  the  victory,  on  the  banner  of  which  is  perched  the 
sparkling  crown  of  eternal  life.  But  vile  unbelief  is  followed  with  shame  and 
everlasting  contempt.  Now,  if  you  resist  this  plan  of  salvation  by  faith  in  the 
supernatural  power  of  God  in  your  own  day  and  age,  you  resist  the  Holy  Ghost 
also,  in  so  doing.  Because,  the  Holy  Ghost  is  the  great  witness  that  always 
attends  the  true  gospel,  convincing  of  sin,  of  righteousness,  and  judgment.  This 
witness,  though  unobserved,  is  true  and  faithful,  and  makes  honest  men  believe  ; 
and  wicked  men  tremble  with  fear  and  rage.  This  is  the  standing  witness  on 
earth  and  recorder  in  heaven. 

It  is  utterly  iin|;Ossible  for  an  honest  man  carefully  to  hear  this  gospel  preached 
by  a  servant  of  God,  witiiout  having  good  evidence  that  it  is  in  very  deed,  the  true 
gospel  of  Christ.  The  Holy  Ghott  never  neglects  exerting  his  convincing  power 
upon  the  minds  of  diligent,  honest  hearers. 

All  nations  must  have  the  testimony  of  the  gospel  before  the  end  will  come.  Great 
changes  and  revolutions  may  be  anticipated  before  all  nations  can  be  expected  to 
have  a  satisfactory  oft'cr  of  the  gospel. 

When  thrones  have  been  sufKciently  cast  down,  and  all  other  stumbling  blocks 
rc.'moved  that  have  hindered  the  gospel  from  being  preached  in  all  the  world,  then 
the  gospel  will  speedily  be  preached  to  all  nations,  after  which  the  end  will  come. 
The  end  will  come!  Awful  period!  a  time  of  trouble  such  as  never  was  known 
before,  or  ever  shall  be  again  upon  the  earth.  When  the  righteous  have  been 
abstracted  from  the  nations  of  the  earth  and  gathered  lo  /ion,  all  impediments  to 
crime  and  error  will  cease  to  exist.  The  sluice-ways  of  corruption  and  violence 
will  be  thrown  open,  and  the  infuriated  passions  of  ;ill  Hesh  will  rage  in  terror  and 
wild  consternation.  The  catastrophe  of  earth's  rebellion  against  God  anil  prophets 
will  be  consummated  in  a  manner  never  to  be  forgotten,  worlds  without  eiul.  The 
tragic  scene  of  nation  rising  against  nation,  and  kingdom  against  kingilom,  and 
cities  against  cities,  and  towns  against  towns,  and  man  against  hi.s  fellow  man,  and 
woman  against  her  sex,  and  child  against  child,  will  be  a  spectacle  of  penal  terror 
and  discipline  not  ciiualled  by  the  universal  diluge.  The  concomitants  of  plague, 
fire,  and  famine,  with  the  bellowing  roar  and  blaze  of  falling  planets,  so  often  foretold 
and  as  often  Oirgotten,  will  finish  the  victory  of  the  prince  of  life,  amidst  the  flourish 
of  trumpets  and  the  loud  siioutings  of  the  just,  and  frightful  wailings  of  the  lost. 


Yes,  then  shall  the  end  come  !  The  reality  shall  come  at  last.  The  taunts  of 
the  sceptic — Where  is  the  promise  of  his  coming  ?  They  will  never  be  heard  any 
more!  But,  alas!  the  woful  state  of  that  generation  on  whom  the  end  shall 
come!  Have  you  ever  seen  a  vessel  at  sea  freighted  with  hopeful  passengers  :  a 
raging  fire  suddenly  bursts  forth  in  every  part  of  that  lonely  ship  that  mocks  all 
efforts  at  resistance.  There  is  no  retreat !  The  thoughts  of  friends,  possessions, 
country,  and  life ! — The  appalling  induction  to  an  untried  eternity  all  rush  with 
tempestuous  power  upon  their  minds !  Thus  when  the  holy  messengers  of  the 
nations  return  to  Zion,  bind  up  the  law,  and  seal  up  their  testimony  that  the 
nations  are  henceforth  irreclaimable.  Oh,  what  wild  consternation  and  unquench- 
able anguish  will  pervade  all  ranks  and  grades  of  society  !  All  light  is  withdrawn! 
The  dark  pall  of  death  shrouds  the  universal  footstool !  Oh,  that  dark  hour  when 
the  sun  and  moon  cease  their  light,  and  falling  stars  only  light  up  the  gloom  that 
hovers  over  trembling  nations  !  The  heavens  shake!  The  sign  of  the  Son  of  Man 
at  length  dispels  the  darkness !  A  flourish  of  trumpets  from  angels  announces  the 
near  approach  of  the  Son  of  Man !  Awful  moment  to  unbelieving  sign-seekers ! 
Hush,  oh  earth  !  oh,  earth !  Hush  your  wailings  and  look  up !  See  in  yonder 
heavens  Him  in  whom  you  would  not  believe !  Every  eye  shall  see  him  !  You 
have  often  wanted  truth  demonstrated  by  miracles,  in  order  to  make  you  believe, 
but  now  you  shall  see  the  Prince  of  Miracles;  but  not  as  a  friend  :  for  all  the  kin- 
dreds of  the  earth  shall  wail  because  of  him !  Oh,  what  wailings  will  rend  the  air 
in  that  day  !  Frowns  on  his  countenance  lower !  But  a  few  upright  souls  are 
still  scattered  here  and  there  among  the  wailing  nations,  as  apples  on  the  outmost 
boughs.  To  such  the  angels  wing  their  way  from  one  end  of  heaven  to  the  other 
before  the  fatal  blow  makes  an  end  of  eartli's  wickedness.  Oh  man,  you  and  I 
shall  see  that  scene  either  among  the  victors  or  vanquished  !  It  is  nigh  at  hand  : 
even  at  your  doors !  Awake,  repent,  and  be  baptized  for  the  remission  of  your  sins 
without  delay,  or  your  destruction  will  not  slumber. 

Self-called  ministers — chosen  of  men,  but  disallowed  of  God ! — cease  to  preach 
for  hire  and  divine  for  money  !  Cease  from  your  eloquent  harangues  in  order  to 
be  seen  and  heard  of  men,  while  the  knowledge  of  the  true  God  never  entered 
your  hearts  !  You  have  exei'ted  the  counsel  of  God  against  yourselves,  not  being 
baptized  for  remission  of  sins  by  one  "  called  of  God  as  was  Aaron."  Though 
praised  by  men  for  your  learning,  eloquence,  or  zeal,  God  commands  you  to  I'epent. 
Publicans  and  harlots  will  enter  the  kingdom  of  God  before  you,  because  your  sins 
are  greater  than  theirs ;  and  you  handle  the  Word  of  God  deceitfully,  and  make 
much  of  his  word  of  none  effect  by  your  traditions  ;  and  you  teach  the  fear  of  God 
by  the  precepts  of  man,  denying  the  power  of  God.  Repent ;  cease  your  slanders 
against  the  true  servants  of  God,  else  your  portion  will  be  cast  with  hypocrites  and 
unbelievers  ;  and  the  condition  of  the  worshippers  of  Gaudamah  will  be  far  more 
tolerable  than  yours. 

Liverpool,  July  1,  1848. 
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